
REMARKS 



The claims have been amended to clarify the wording, conform to U.S. practice, and 
eliminate multiple dependencies. No new matter has been added and entry of the amendment is 
respectfully requested. 

In the unlikely event that the transmittal letter is separated from this document and the 
Patent Office determines that an extension and/or other relief is required, applicants petition for 
any required relief including extensions of time and authorize the Assistant Commissioner to 
charge the cost of such petitions and/or other fees due in connection with the filing of this 
document to Deposit Account No. 03-1952 referencing docket No. 246152016900 . 



Respectfully submitted, 



Dated: 



April 3, 2002 




Kate H. Murashige 
Registration No. 29,959 



Morrison & Foerster llp 
3811 Valley Centre Drive 
Suite 500 

San Diego, California 92130-2332 
Telephone: (858) 720-5112 
Facsimile: (858)720-5125 
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EXHIBIT A. - VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE 



In the Claims : 

1 . (Amended) A process for determining the presence or absence of an 
antimicrobial residue in a sample, which process comprises: 

(i) contacting the sample with a test suitable for determining the presence or absence 
of an antimicrobial residue in the sample; 

(ii) [treating the contacted sample and test for a sufficient time interval to inactive a] 
inactivating any natural disturbing compound present in the sample; [and] followed by 

(iii) incubating the contacted sample and test , to determine whether microbial growth 

occurs, 

whereby the absence of microbial growth indicates the presence of at least one 
antimicrobial residue . 

2. (Amended) A process according to claim 1, [wherein the sample are contacted] 
which further includes contacting said sample with a thickening agent. 

5. (Amended) A process according to [any one of the preceding claims] claim 1 , 
wherein [in] step (ii) [the contacted sample and test are heated] heating the contacted sample and 
test for a sufficient time interval to inactivate natural disturbing substances present in the sample. 

6. (Amended) A process according to claim 5, wherein [the contacted sample and 
test are heated] said heating is to a temperature of from 70°C to 100°C[, preferably the contacted 
sample and test are heated to a temperature from 75°C to 85°C]. 

7. (Amended) A process according to [claims 5 or 6] claim 5 , wherein [the sample 
and test are heated] said heating is for from 2 to 20 minutes[, preferably wherein the sample and 
test are heated for from 10 to 15 minutes]. 
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8. (Amended) A process according to [any one of the preceding claims] claim 1 , 
wherein the sample is a foodstuff, an animal body fluid, an animal tissue or an extract thereof. 

10. (Amended) A process according to claim 8, wherein the animal tissue or an 
extract thereof is muscle, heart, liver or kidney or an extract thereof. 

1 1 . (Amended) A test kit for determining the presence or absence of an antimicrobial 
residue in a sample, which test kit comprises: 

(i) a test suitable for determining the presence or absence of an antimicrobial residue 

in a sample; and 

(ii) a sample wherein a natural inhibiting substance present in the sample [had] has 
been inactivated. 
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